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Tale XXII. Verke Is 1 


F as forgive them, for the , know not what they ao. 7 


HESE Words were penn by the Bleſſed je- 
ſus on the Croſs, when he was Suffering Death 
for the whole Race of Mankind + This was his 
PRAYER, Which he Offered up for his moſt 
Irreconcileable Enemies; who bad Perſeeuted 
him thro? the whole Courſe of his Life, and at laſt caus d 
him to Suffer a moſt Ignominious Death, Even the Death 
of the Croſs: This was his Huſtrious Example to his Diſ- 
cioles and Followers to a Perfełt Unity one with another; 
to Pray for their Enemies? and return Bleſſings for Cur- 
ſings: This was a full Confirmation of the Doctrine he had 
Preach'd and Taught bis Drsc1vL xs, the Truth of which he 
Scaled with his moſt Pricious Blood ; and to make it more 
Evident, offer'd to his Father, this Nöly and Dying 
Pray tor his Perſecutors; Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do. 5 
Nx Delign at preſent, is to Explain theſe Words of 
dur Bleſſed N but before [ begin, I ſhall make theſe 
| et Os/ervations. 
1 Why our Bleſſed Saviour calls him FaTHER, when he. 
= Equal with the God Head And, | 
Why he asks Forgiveneſi for his Ex EMIBS, when i it 
no. in Hu own Power to Pardon them 
And iheſe Queſtions are eaſily Anſwer'd, and the Ob. 


idm, Remov'd, when we Conſider, Firſt, That by our. 


 Bliffed daviour s cal'ing Him Father, he was in his State 
H:m.liation; th t he had not as then put of his Mortal 
Sea but w as fi-ſt to endure the bitter Pains which he 
Jofer 4. Aud. Secondly, his asking Forgiveneſs for thoſe 
hom de. could. 'brgive himſelf, was to ſhew his Conformity 

2 41 477 C of hy Father, as « Maniſeſtation that he came in- 
2 Y i ord /O0 Redeem Sinners from the Diretul Ven- 
 geANGE 0 Heaven u ich was ready to fall upon Man- 
Had, 7 "Be al LE da vibur took upon him an Omni- 
| tv 54s be ond have Commanded 

6-00 . | | 1 yriads | 
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apud. of Angels to his Aſſifmace, to the Ruin and I \ 
ſtruction of his Enemies and Perſecutors ; But the Bleſſed 
| Jeſus did not come into the World for that pnrpoſe; he. 


moſt Malicious and Diabolical Adverſaries ; Yet ſuch was 

his Goodneſs, ſuch his Condeſcenſion to Redeem em, that he 

Suffer'd Death for their Sakes, and in his Laſt Words: of- 

fer'd theſe moſt Eſficat ious Words in their Behalf, Father, 
N forgive them, for they know not what they do. | 


* 


ca me to Save Men's Lives, not to Deſtroy them. His 
whoſe Life was a continued Series of Grief and 7 rouble, 
being Affronted, Revil'd, Deſpis d and Perſecuted. by his 


1 ſhall from hence obſerve theſe three I hings. 


1. Wherein Praying Ge our Enemies conſiſt 

II. In what manner we are to FRAY for em according to 

3 Holy Scripture. 

III. 1 ſhal give ſome Examples to Incite us to, and Illu- 
ſtrate that great Virtue of Praying jor our En e- 
mies. And, 


IV. T1 ſhall make an Application to the mbale, and ſo 
PIR, Conclude. 


I. Wherein praying for our Enemies % 
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By Praying for our Enemies, I would not be . Under- - ; 


| ood, as to make this great Virtue Contradictory to Lam, 
or Repugnant to Keaſon. For tho“ we ought to have 
Charity for all Mea, and forgive all private Injuries as e 


expect to be forgiven our Selves; yet we are not io far 


toOblige em, or Truſt *em, as to procure our Rain I, 
indeed, is an Error in ſome Good Perſons O pars this 
Virtue to the higheſt Strain; but it is a Miſguided 22114, 
to do ſo; It is true, it hows the Innocency of the Dove, 
but it does not make appear the Wiſdom of the ihe 
| Tho? we ought to Pray for the Converſion of our Ene. 
that Gap would enlighten their Minds and endue them th 
his Holy Spirit; yet we are not oblig d co Truſt bin 
with our Lives, Liberties or N gHeware of thy Er+- 
mies, ſays the Wile Son of Syrach : Avoid the HhHyp=>crlic; 
Hie winketh with his Eyes, be ſceaketh with his Feet, he 


eth with his Fingers. Frowardneſs is in his Heart, be des ⁹²⁹ 


N continually, ke ſoweth Ne Prov. 6. 13, 7 
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Now we ou ght to conſider our Enemies in two Reſpects. | 75 
1. Enemies to the Church and State r 5 
2. Enemies to the Laws of God, and thoſe of their or 
. Country, © N SFB: e A 
PFeoͤoor the former. If we have any Love for God Almighty, of 
any Honour for his Holy Church and Religion, we ſhould P* 
Deſend It with our Lives and Fortunes: And tho? (as I ſaid cu 
before) we are oblig*d to Pray for the Converſion of our on 
Enemies; yet we ought likewiſe to [zvoke God in the Ex- L 
celtent Words of our, moſt Holy Church, to Abate their W 
Pride, aſſwage their Malice, and Confound their Devices. te 
T heſe Enemies, indeed, are the Objects of our Pity, be- 6 
cauſe they know not the Truth; their Ig norance in ſome. 
Meaſure is excuſable, and therefore we ought to Pray for 
them in the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, Father, for- 
gie them, for they know not what they do. 


Dou, Enemies to the Laws of God and their Coantry 
5 Challenge our Prayers for their Converſion, tho' we are 
hot to avert the Stroke of Juſtice from their Heads. It 
is the Bulineſs of Miniſters to Inſtru& Wicked Men, and 
Ma i ſtrates ro Punifn them if they do amiſs. When Sin- 
ners ate fully Refolv'd to lead Wicked Lives; when they 
throw away all Concern for God and Religion; when they 
Contemn and Deſpiſe both Human and Divine Laws, 
then, | ſay, we may leave 'em to their own Ways, and 
to the Providence of God, hoping he will bring them to 
Juſtice that they may have a thorough Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience here, 15 order to their obtaining Remiſſion and OP 
Pardon tor their Sins hereafter. I ſhall ſpeak ſomething { 
mor cOLETLINE the Enemies of che Church. And here 
the t cidcace of God is remarkably Diſtinguiſhd to that . 
truly Apuſi lical Part of it, the Church of England: The y 
Enemies of it have Dug « Pit, and fell into it themſelves; | *. 
Thu Curia; are turn'd into Bleſſings ; and their ſeeking, . 
| The Church Ruin, has provd almoſt their own Downfal. 
Tow Wonderful then is the Googdneſs of Cod to Vs! That | 
| wen we were at the Brink of Deſtruction, He with an 
_ Qur-kretch'd Arm Ince: pos?d for Us, and brought us 
| to the Comfortable Rays of Divine Light! We ought ro | 
eſteem the Violence aud Malice of our Enemies, either as 
2 Reward of our Iniquities in this World, that the fu- | _ 
ni:i4ent We Receive here, may be a means to obtain Glo» f| {1 
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ry hereafter : Or elſe; as a particular Bleſſing from God 
Almighty, who by his Providence ſo orders it, as to turn 


our Enemies Malice and Hatred, to our greateſt Benefit and 


Advantage. Gop finds Ways to Relieye his Servants out 


—— — 


of Trouble, tho? there be ſeveral Obſtacles in the Bncom- | 


paſſing of it: He breaks the Chariot Wheels of a Perſe- 


cuting Pharaoh, Drowns him and his Hoſt in the Inundati- 


on, While he lets his People of Iſrael paſs over on Dry- 


Land. And therefore, tho' Evils ſurround us on every ſide, 
we ought not to Murmur at it; it is the Lord's Doing 
to try our Patience, and he will Deliver us in his own 


Good Time Te, 3 
A Remarkable Inſtance of this, is of David, a Man 


after God's own Heart , and as good a Prince as ever then 


had Keign'd. When that Good and Pions King was forc'd 
from the Throne by his Rebellious Son Abſalom, and in his 
Aelancholly Fourney was Reproached and Curſed by that 
Traytor Shimei, be patiently Received his Curſes and Re- 
vilings) and would not (tho' he might) be Reveng d on 
him. Then ſaid Abiſhai, the Son of Zerviah, unto the 


King, Why. ſhould this dead Dog curſe my Lord the Ring? 


Let me go over I pray thee, and take off his Head. And 

the King ſaid, What have I to do with you, ye ons of Zer- 
viah ? So let him curſe, becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto 

bim, Curſe David Who ſhall then ſay, Wherefore haſt thou 
done fo ? II. Sam. XVI. 9, 10. 7 „„ 


come now to the Second Propoſition I propoſed t 


ſpeak to, Namely, 0 


II. In what 4 manner we ought to pray for our Ene mic 
according to Holy Scripture. | ES. | R's 


*. The Sacred Scripture gives us to underſtand, that we 
ſhould bear with all Indignities, ſuffer all Affronts, and re 
turn Good for Evil. This is a hard Injunction upon thoſe, 

who are called Mien of Honour To do ſo (ſay they) would 


not mollify the Hearts of our Adverſaries, but rather male 


them ride more Triumphant over w. And therefore theſe 


Gentlemen, far from Praying from their En-mies, are for 


ſeeking their own Revenge by Murder, contrary to the 
| Laws of God or Man, and in doing which, often proves 
the Deſtruction of their own precious SOULS, | 


* 
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5 Folloys bis Maſter's Dying Example on the Croſs : 
', knows is a ſure Way to Sep a Fire of Coals in their 
St. Stephen, of all the Apoſtles, came the nigheſt, 
and moſt Imitated the Bleſſed Lord of Life. 
Words were offer'd up as a Petition for his Adverſaries : 
| Lord, (ſays, he) lay not my Sins to their Charge. 
_ Chriſtian Example, an exact Imitation of the Saviour of 
the World. Such an Example, I ſay that had not his 


Heads 


| ſeveral Neceſſities 
them. 
| Thirſty 
them. 
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9 8 Chriſtian 5 derade, is to Pray for his Fremits : He 
This he 


His laſt 


Perſecntor's Hearts been harder than the Stones which 


were flung at him, they would never have Slain ſo Holy, | 
ſo Religious a Saint. | 

Tho Chrift has Preach'd it in the moſt Unconfin'd 
Terms of Praying for our Enemies; 
before) there is a Juſt Limitation according to the Law 
and Reaſon, David, that Juſt and Holy King, being mo- 
ved at the Enemies of the Living God, tho? he was a moſt , 


Merciful Prince upon other Accounts, yet pronounces in 


yet (as Ll obſery'd 


one of his Pſalms the moſt Dreadful Curſes againſt em. 


Perſecuted, we Suffer: 
it, that he ſtruck Elymas the Sorcerer with Blindneſs, 


A truly. 


And likewiſe St. Paul ſays, being Curſed, we Bleſs, being 
And yet we find in Contradiction to 


13. 


Aci. 11.cand becauſe Alexander the Smith had done him 


much Wrong, he wiſhed the Lord might Reward him 
But ſuch Prayers are only againſt, | 
the Enemies of God and Religion, who as they Diſpiſe Wen, „ 
_ dejerve not our Invocations. S 
But to Chriſtians, who profeſs the Living Gop of ae 

ven, tho? they be our Enemies, yet we ought to Pray for 
them, as Chriſt Pray d for us, that we might be perfect, e- 
ven as our Father in Heaven is perfeck. Nor ought we only 
to Pray for theſe ſort of Enemies, but we are likewiſe | 
oblig d to Comfort and Relieve them, according to their | 
Are your Enemies Naked ? Cloath - 

Are they Hungry? Give 'em Bread. Are they | 
? Give em Drink. Are they Afficted? Comfort | 
In a Word, contribute what. you. can to their 1 
Relief and Support in their Extremity. 
Certainly, if we would ſincerely be thonghs what we 
Profeſs our Sclves, it is our Indiſpenſable Duty to Pray 
for our Enemies: : This makerus More than Conquerors, and | 


according to his Works. 


cauſcs, cur Religion to Shine with a moſt Diſtinguiſhing 


. | 


A, | | | | 4 6 | 
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Luſtre. As we eſteem the Chriſtian | Profeſſion to be the 
Beſt, ſure we ought to Live up to the moſt Sublime Duties 


it contains: Elſe, why is our Religion better than others f 
The Stoics, that Rig id Sect of Philoſophers, lived up to the 


moſt ſtricteſt Rules of Morality, out of a mter ſtupid Prin- 
ciple of Human Reaſon : And then ſhall not Chriſtians, Who 
are Inſpir d by the Holy Spirit of God, and have a more cer-. 
' tain Promiſe of Happineſs than they had of a glorious Im- _ 
mortality thro' Divine Revelation, Live up as much to 
the Goſpel, as they did to their Philoſophy ? We muſt not 


only be as ſtri& in our Diſcipline as they were, but we muſt 
alſo exceed 'em in « great Meaſure ; for except our Righte- 
_ ouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 


we ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. And 
certainly, if any thing can prove our ſelves to be Chri- 
fHFians, it is this moſt Iluſtrious Virtue of Praying far our 


Enemies; a Virtue ſo Repugnant, 10 Contrary to Human 


' Nature. As our Bleſſed Saviour is moſt particularly Re- 


mar kable for this, it canſed this Saying of him, Thar he 


 "'gain'd more eſteem by Praying for his Enemies, than by 
Rai ſing Lazarus from the Dead. Wt 

Again. This Virtue of Praying for our Enemies is the 

True Badge or Charatteraſtic of a Chriſtian, It was by 


this our Bleſſed Saviour Diſtinguiſh'd his Diſciples from 


other Men: By this, ſays the Redeemer of the World, 


ſhall all Men know ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to | 


another, Joh. I 3. 34. Ee 


It muſt be confeſſed, that Chriſt being equal in Godhead 


with the Father, and having in his Filiation all the Divine 


Perfettions in him, it is impoſſible that we poor Mortals 


| - ſhould pretend to come near, much leſs equalize that Bright 


Original: Yet, doubtleſs, it is the Duty of all rhoſe/profeſ; 


| themſelves Chriſtians, to copy after, and imitate him as much 
they can; to pra#ice the Doctrine of Self-Denyal and Re- 
| fignation to his Providence; to forgive our Enemies, Which 


| Is a diftinguiſhing Mark of Heroic Piety; to vindicate his 
Holy church from the Ridicules of Impious and Wicked Men; 
Ido trace the Trops of the Great Leader of our Salvation thro' 
all the Troubles and Sorrows, the Aﬀiittions and Perſecutions 
of Human Life; and, in a Word, to tale up his Croſs 'with 


| Chearfulneſs, follow him with Courage and Conſolation, and 
| even ſuffer Death it ſelf for bis ſakes, 7 
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3 1 am no come to the third Thing propoſed to ſpex 
to, vi F 3 „ 
III. To give ſome Examples to incite us to, and illuſtrate 
that Chriſti an Virtue of praying for our Enemies. 
And here I ſhall begin with the Example of our BI SED 
* _ Saviour; whom, if we trace his LIE from the Mane -* 
ger to the Croſs, we ſhall find a continued Series of Misfor --- 
tunes thro' the whole Courſe of it, He is juſtly ſtil'd, a . 
Man who was ſorrowful even unto Death : He ſufferd pa- 
tiently the Indignities of a ſinful and ungrateful World. 
And when he was reviled, he reviled not again, but blefſed 
thoſe that curſed him, and prayed for thoſe that deſpitely uſed 
him. His Doctrine and his Life was fo exactly coherent, 
his Virtue and Innecency ſhin'd ſo conſpicuouſly in his 
! Perſon, Words and Actions, that when he was try d before 
” * Pontius Pilate, the Judge could find no Fault in him. Let 
us now view his Behaviour on the Mount. Here we find 
the Lord of Life ſurrounded by a Multitude of his Ene- |. 
mies, armed with Staves, &c.' to take him: Yet ſue ß 
was the Majeſty of his Countenance, that they fell to the 
Ground. at his Appearance, He patiently ſuffer d himſelf 
to be kiſſed by the Arch-Traytor Judas; and without 0 
making Reſiſtance, tho“ he could have commanded the 1 

'. Hoſt of Heaven to his Aſtittance, he willingly ſurrender'd © © 

' himſelf ro that wicked People's Power, who ſought his 

\$ Deſtruction, Such was his Kindnefs, ſuch his Love to- 

' wards his Enemies, that when St. Peter drew his Sword, 
and cut off the Ear of Malchus the High-Prieſt's Servant, - F 
in Vindication of the Lord of Life; the Blefled and Ho- fy 

ly ]esus, far from approving this Violence, reprehended 15 

the Apoſtle for the Action, and cured the Wound 
| which was gave in his Defencde. nn 
| After this, the King of Heaven is brought before Pilate - 

in the Judgment-Hall: He is there accuſed of PEXVERT= A 

ING the Nation, by Preaching Sedition, and not giving Tri- „ 


=. 


jar „ —— be AR 4 5.47 — 
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bute to Ceſar, tho" he was the moſt innocent Perſon as 
ever lived, He anſwers nathing, but quictly ſubmits © : 


himſelf to their unjuſt Judgments. The Bleſſed Ixsus is 55 
then ſet at naught, and ſent to Herod, who mocks him: J. 
His Body is cover'd with an Imperial Robe. and ſent back | JR 


to Plate again. The Chief: Prieſts accuſe him, pronounce. 


RP" 7 
F | 


F 44> e — : — V — ——_— - * — — n —— — : 

* —_— — — mn — — * —— ee 

2 . ; ee EZ... — — F r 
Fl x | G — 


18 ' qd. + — — ET thn oe 
1 . SAL As , yi ; . , 
CC | 5 | | n 
| 8. $$ a, A ow © . 1 4 9 | : Gd . 9 , l 8 ud * „ 
$2 N "5. y 4 2 Lc "Ip 3 E 
* 4 276. , * , : ] [ i : 5. * * 9393 * 9 
5 - . ö g : F my Yo Pt. k 
” —. 0. . i 
{ bn - 0 | We #14. 1 | | 
; Wo ] 


bim wortby. of Death; yet Pilate is willing fo releaſe 


bim, and ſpeaks him innofent. The Multitude, alas! , 
bears the Sway, and Barrabas is releaſed, that the Lord 
e Life might be crucified... He is firſt unmercifully ſcour-"" | 
ged with moſt ſevere Stripes; a Crown uf Thorns is platt: 
ted upon his moſt Holy. Head:;, a Reed is put in his Hand 
for a Ludicreſs Scepter , and the Soldiers bow down their 
Knees to mock. and deride him: He is then-barbarouſly x 
pnnitten on the Head, and molt ignominiouſly ſpit upon. At 
| laſt (Horror to think upon 1) he is led to the Place of | 
Execution; but firſt diſrob'd of his Garments, in which 
they mock'd him, and afterwards compell'd to bear his 
' Croſs. His Hands and Feet are then extended upon it, 
and faſten'd thereto with Nails: He is there ia the 
midſt of his cruel kis Ezemies, crucihed between tW e 
Thieves, and abandon'd by his Diſciples and Followers. 
No doubt but great were the Pains which he ſuffer'd in 
his Body, but abundantly greater the Sorrows of his 
Soul. In this Condition he is again mo:k'd and derided by 
the Rulers and People; in this Agony he remain'd on the 
Croſs, Deſtitute, Diſconſolate, Bleeding, Dying. 
Here was Love to Mankind, Unexpected, not Deſir d, 
nor Deſerv d! That the Son of Gop ſhould come down , 
from Heaven for our Sakes 3 that he ſhould Take Human 
Fleſh upon him, and bear all the Caſualties of Human Liſe; 
and after all this, Suffer the cruel Death of the Cro/s 1 O 
unſpeakable Love] O undeſerved Kindneſs! How ſhall we 
| l - Adore his moſt Holy Name? How ſhall we 
make a Retaliation for this moſt Ineſtimable Bleſſing ? Sure 
this Example ought to move us, and make us follow. the 
| Bleſſed Pattern of our Salvation. As he fell a Victim for 
our Sins, and ſacrificed himſelf on the Altar for us; let 
us alſo be as willing to ſuffer for the ſake of his Doctrine, 
as he was for our Crimes and Tranſgreſſions. Let us 
forgive the Sins of our Enemies as he forgave his, in 
bis Dying Words on the Croſs, Father, forgive them, for 
JJ . oo ooo 
Tho' his Blood was ſhed for the Remiſſion of our Sins, 
yet there was more Blood to be ſhed for the Propogation 
of his Goſpel. The Bleſſed Martyr St. Stephen (as I ob- 
| 1; Terv'd before) was perſecuted and murder'd for preach- 
ing his Doctrine. His Diſciples and Followers thought it an 
Wm 7: | ET HY fog Honour 4 
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Honour to dye for his Cauſe, and were proud "to wear 
the Crown of Martyrdom. Their lively Faith and 


Hopes of an Immortal Crow made em trinmphant in 


the midſt of Flames: The more they were perſecuted, 


the brighter the Doctrine of the Bleſſed J&>US ap 


pear'd : It conſpicuouſly ſhin'd with a moſt diſtinguiſh- / 
ing Luſtre thro' the moſt barbarous Perſecutions ; ſo 
that ina little time, they who were the moſt Malicious 
Perſecutors againſt the Chriſtian Religion became the 
moſt Zealous Profeſſors er it. The bleſſed Apoſtle. 
St. Paul is an undeniable Inſtance of this: Be, indeed, 
was converted by a Supernatural Miracle from Heaven as 


he was upon his Journey to Damaſcus. Soon was be 
changed from a Perſecutor to a Profeſſor ;, and inſtead of 


puniſhing and impriſoning the Members of © briſt, became a 
Preacher of the Meſſiah. What a wonderful Change was 
here! How did it amaze the People who heard him! 
Js not this he, ſaid they. that deſtroyed them which called on 


this Name at Jeruſalem, and came hither for that Intent that 


he might bring them bound to the © hief Prieſts? This ſtruck 
them with Emulation, and filled them with Rage, that 
they fought to take away his Life: Yet this Convert 
_perlevered in the Faith, was try'd at Feruſalem, and up- 


on his Appeal ſent to Rome, where he was acquitted, but 


after ſuffer'd Martyrdom in the Reign of Nero the Em- 
peror; at whoſe Death, in Imitation of his Lord and 
Maſter, he prayed for his Enemies and Perſecutors, 
Ihe Chriſtian Religion has many Examples of this kind, 


and particularly our Holy Church, whoſe Profeſſors have 


ſhed their Blood in this Kingdom for it's Defence in the 
. Dark and Bloody Temes of Popery, when the True Sons of 
the Church were dragged to the Flames by the Malice of 
Rome and Hell, aud wore the Crowns of Martyrdom” in 
Vindication of that Religion, which, thro? the Providence 
of Goa, is now Eſtabliſn'd, settl'd and Strengthen'd a- 
_gaiaf? all the Actempts of our Open Enemies on the One 


Hand, and the Malicious Deſigns of our Private Adver- 
%Mé/ my 898 
Many are they who Adorn our Bloody Calender, that 
Suffer d for the Faith, to gain a Crown of Life; who, with 


St. Paul, gloried in their Sufferings, for the ſake of him 


who Suffer'd for their Sins: But certainly that which 
"bs . Eclipſes 
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Eclipſes all the Leſſer- Ligbts of the Church, and proves 
* the greateſt (tho' Onforftunate) Ornament to it, is 4e 
Life and Death of the Royal Martyr. He follow'd the 
Example of his Bleed Lord aua Maſter Jrsus CuRIST, 
| and patiently endured all Tribulations. How was this 
Holy and Pious King Try'd by a pretended Court of Judi- 
cCcature, from whom he could expeXto find as little Fuſtice 
as Mercy? How Gijreſpe&ttully was he uſed by his own 
' |  Rebellious Subjects who calumniated, abuſed and beſpatter'd 
| him with infinite Lies and falſe Reports? Was ever ſuca 
\ Monſters in Nature, to rob him of his Crown and Dignity, 
force him to the urmoſt Extremity imaginable, andthen at 
_ laſt bring him to the Block? There was an End of all 
the Sufferiaps of this Good and ious Kine, There he 
laid down his. Crown, his Scepter, and his Life, for an 
Incorruptable and linmortal Crown of Glory in the high- 
8 eſt Heavens But here let us not conclude without tak— 
ing Notice how he pray'd for his Enemies with his luſt 
Breath, and how willing he was to take off the Guilt 
from his moſt Malignant Adverſaries. God. forbid 
> #* (faith ke) I ſhould lay it upon the Two Houſes of ar— 
, © hament, there is no neceſſity of either, I hope they 
Dare free of this Guilt; ur 1 belive that II Inſtruments 
s between them aud me, have been the Cauſe of this Blood- 
bed, ſo that I es find my ſelf clear of this, I hope, and 
_ *©* pray God, that they may tuo: Yet for all this, God 5 
_ © forbid I ſhould be ſo ill a Chriſtian, as not to ſay G sss 
% Judg ments are juſt upon me: many times he doth pay | 
E Juſtice by an unjuſt Sentence, that is ordinary; I will ſay 
e this, that an w#juſt Sentince that J ſuffered to take 
{ effect is puniſhd hy an unju#t Sentence upon me; To far 
4 have ſaid to ſhew I am an Innocent Man. Now to 
„ ſhew you that l am a good Chriſtian, IJ hope there is a 
good Man [ſays he, pointing to the Biſhop] that will 
E bear me witneſs, that I have forgotten all the World, 
. and even thoſe in particular that have been the Cauſe 
of my Death; who they are God knows, I do not de- 
© fire to know, I pray God forgive them: But this is 
not all, my Charity muſt goyetfarther. I wiſh that they 
| may repent; indeed they have chmmitted a great Sin 
in that particular - I pray God, with St. Stephen, that 
' | ' be not laid to their Charge, and withal that they may 
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* take Care fofthe Peace of the Kingdom, or my Cha- 
 * rity commands me not only to forgive particular Men, 
e but endeavour to may laſt Gaſp for the Peace of the 
« Kingdom“, JJ 8 
Holy and precious Words are theſe proceeding from 


_ ano leſs holy and Chriſtian King; who, in Imitation of 
our bleſſed Saviour, rewarded Good for Evil, and pray'd 
for thoſe Traytors who were the only Cauſe of his 


Death. Such Rebels, ſuch Monſters in Nature, did not 


deſerve his Prayers; but this ſhew'd his Majeſty and Fu- 


mility, his Heroic Charity and Chriſtian Vitue ,, for which 

his Name will be eſteem d by all Loyal, Chriſtian and E isus 
- Mes; DE Time Thall de no Were. 
It is to be fear'd that many thro' a blind Ignorance, Pre- 
judice or other il Principle are much of the ſame Temper 


with thoſe who conſented, and were not grieved for the _ 
Murder of this unfortunate King; and would be willing to 

- undermine Church and State in order to a total Subverſion : _ 
Such Men (as | obſerv'd before) ought to be pray'd for, 

in order to their Converſion; but equally to be watch'd | 


after and avoided. For ſuch Principles they imbibe by the 


Education of their ignorant Teachers, arc the unfortunate = Wh. 
_ Occaſions of Ana chy in Gougrnment, to the Ilownfal of 


Monarchy and Epiſcopacy. But bleſſed be God, we are 
deliver'd from our Enemies, and tho the Church has 


| been in Captivity 1 long while, yet the Almighty hath | I 
work'd her Deliverance when ſhe was in the greate## Don- 


ger. She cried to the Lord in her Diſtreſs, and he heard her 


Prayer, comforted her, aud rais'd the Walls of her Jeruſalem. 


| Of ſuch Force ſuch Efficacy are the Prayers of the juſt, that 


they are heard in the higheſt Heavens. Did not the Pray- 
ers of King Aſa cauſe Thouſands to fall a Sacrifice to his 
Army? Did not Foſhua lay the Townof Ferico in Duſt with 


a Petition ? Had not Hezekiah his Life prolonged by an In- 


terceſſion? And did not the Lord reſtore the Hand of Je- 
reboam upon the Prayer of the Prophet? All theſe were 


done by Prayer; of ſuch Force are thePetitions of the 


Godly, eſpecially the Servants or Prieſts of the Lord. 25 


That the Prayers of the Miniſters are of great Force, 
I thus prove it from Holy Scripture, When Abimilech 
had committed the Sin {tho' unknown to him) of taking 
Sarah, Abrabam's Wife, the Lord appeared to him in a Dream 


by 
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by Night, ſaying unto him, Behold, thou art but a dead Man 
for the Woman which thou hat taken, for ſhe is a Mans 
Wife. Tho' King Abimelech excuſed himſelf upon Ac- 
count of his Ignorance, yet the Lord was not contented, 
but bid him reſtore the Man his Wife: for i ſaid he) he s 
a Prophet, and he ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live : 
And he did ſo; and Abraham prayed unto God, and God 
healed Abimelech and vis Wife, and his Maid Servants, 
and they bare Children. Gen. 20. 17. VVV 
do likewiſe when the Anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt the three Elders, who had ſpoke the thing that 
was right to him of Fob; the Lord thus ſpeaketh to Eli- 
phax the Temanite, Tate therefore thou and thy two 
Friends) ſeven Bullocts and ſeven Rams, and go to my Ser- 
_ want Job, and offer up for your ſelves a Burnt-Offering, and 
my Servant Job ſhall pray for you, for him will I accept: 
leſt I deal with you after your Folly, in that ye have not ſpok- 
en of me the thing which is right, like my Servant Job. So 
Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and 
Zophar the Namathite went, and did according as the 
Lord had commanded em: The Lord alſo accepted Job. 
XIII. Fob. 8, 9. | VVV 
I would not here be underſtood, to advance any ſuch 
Doctrine that the People cannot be ſaved without the 
Prayers of the Clergy ; but this I muſt ſay, that the Pe- 
titions of the Church are of great Efficacy, and conſe- 
__ quently abſolutely neceſſary for Sinners truly Penitent. 
For as God has given Power to his Miniſters to pro- 
nounce Abſolution and Remiſſion of Sins to penitent 
Sinners, it cannot be doubted but their Prayers are of 
greater Efficacy than the Peoples. Of how great Force 
was the Interceſſion of Abraham to ſave Gomorroh, that, 
had there been but ten Righteous Perſons, the Lord 
would not have deſtroy'd that City for his fake { Did 
not Eliſha's Prayer cauſe a Supernatural Power to fill the 


Ditches full of Water, for the Armies of the Kings of 


I ſrael and Judah, who went to War againſt the King of 
Moab? Did not the Prayer of the ſame Prophet raiſe 
tbe dead Son of the Shumanite to Life, when his Servant 
 Gehaxi could not do it? And did not the Bleſſed Feſus 
give Authority to his Diſciples to work NG x1 
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and Remiſſion of Sins, and that the Prayers of the Mi- 
niſters ate of great Efficacy with God to obtain Pardon 


hold it, yet as he was not of the Sons cf Lei, 
Lord ſmote him for his Exror, that he Died. 1 

God has a particular Regard to his Ambaſſ. dors. 10d! 

hears their Prayers in a peculiar manner. hen his 


ſtretcht forth his Arm to lay hold on him, and imme- 
not pull it hack again. And the King anſwered and ſaid 


| God, and pray for me, that ms Hand may be r ; hr" af ain. 
And the Man of God, beſought the Lord, an 

Hand was reftored te him again, and became as it was 
before. 1.-Kings XIII. 6 


Malice of her Eneinies ; when her Altars are, as it were, 
; Demoliſhed ; her 52:1 Revilld. Detam*d, Silenc'd and } 
'- Perſecuted ; when ſhe is forſaken of her Friends, ang 


Adverſaries, turns the Hearts of her Enemies, and 
makes them her Friends, raiſing her from her Deplora- [1 


- ble Süte, and Exalting her Higher than, he was. wa 7 | | 4 


heat the Sick, cure the Lame, cauſe the Blind to ſees x. 4 
the Deaf to hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, and which is the 1 
greateſt of all theſe, even raiſe the Dead to Life? And, 
Laſtly, did not he grant to em, whatever they woutd 4 
ask in his Name? 
| Whatſoever ſims ( ſays our Saviour) ye forgive on 

Earth ſhall be forgiven i in Heaven; and whatſoever ſins ye re r 
it on Earth ſhall be remitted. in Heaven. From this Text L 
the Church of Rome claims their Authority; I will ouly |} 
conclude from this, That we can prongunce Abſolvtion | 


for the Tranſyreſſions of the People. 

It does not belong to Men, who are not Qualified for 
the Altar, to lnyade the Prieſts. Office: iis gat 4 
Preſumprion in the higheſt Degree. When the en 
ſhook the Ark of God, and Uzzab put forth h : Hand o 


Prophet had Cried againſt the Altar of the = while 
Feroboam was Burning Incenſe, the King being enrup d, 


diately his Sacrilegious Hand Withered, ſo that he could 
unto the Man of God, Intreat now the Face of the |! ord +. 1 
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Now when thechurch of theLord is in the greateſt Dau- 
ger; when ſhe is brought almoſt to Deſtruction by the 


has none to Comfor her: Then it is that God ſhews his 
Power and Mercy, protects her ſrom the Malice of her - 


. CE. 08-3 3 
| It is the Wiſdom of God to'try the Patience of his 
| Church: He makes her undergo a Fiery Tryal, even as 
Silver is try'd by the Furance ; for whom he Loveth he Cha- 
ſtiſeth. But tho he Suffers ner often to Languiſh, yet he 
will not leave her in her Extremity, and will not Suffer 
bis Froly Ones to Periſh. = : 
| Remarkable,we find, is the Providence of God to this 
Nation; that we have a Pions, Holy, Meek, Merciful, 
Juſt and Wiſe Princeſs, upon the Throne of her Ance- 
ſors; that the Church and State is Guided, Rul'd and 
Protected by the Beit of QUEENS; a Queen whoſe dai- 
Iy Care is for the Good of the Church of Chriſt, and 
the Welfare of her People; a Queen, whoſe Delight is 
11 -t0 Unite Her Subjects in Love and Unity, and whoſe De- 
| - fire 1s to make em compleatly Happy. If any thing de- 
'| - mands our Prager certainly we ought to Praiſe and 
| Magnify God's Holy Name for this moſt Ineſtimable 
' Bleſling. And as we enjoy all the Happineſs we could 
"Wh wiſh for thro* his Providence, ſo ought we to Implere his 
Bleſſing for the Contiunation of our Joy. Let us alſo 
pray for the Converſion of our Enemies, that God would 
wipe the scales from their Eyes, to Diſtinguiſh Light 
from Darkneſs, Good from Evil; and make them for- 
ſake the wild Freaks of Enthuſiaſm, to embrace a Re- 
ligion without Superſtition, Plain, Pure and Apoſtolical; 
If our Enemies will not be Converted, if they continue 
in a Rebellions Obſtinacy, and will not be Convicted by 
the Light of Relipion or Reaſon, it is our Duty to ſtand 
upon our Guard, to Watch againſt em, to avoid their 
Wickedneſs, and Pray that God would Abate their Pride, 
Aſſwage their Malice and Confound their Devices : Or, to be 
favourable, according to the Example of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, let us pitty their Ignorance ia thoſe his Dying 
Words, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 
Il confeſs, I have intrenched too long upon your Pa- 
tience, but I thought it convenient to urge as much as 
poſſible that Chriſtian and moſt Sublime Virtue of pray - 
ing for our Enemies, eſpecially on ſuch a particular Occa- 
ſion as this; a Duty which our Bleſſed Saviour left us as 
an Example on the Croſs; a Duty, which, if rightly ob- 
| {erved, will make us more than Conquerors here, and exalt 


3 


I * ” , DO In - 2 — — — 2 A 
avs ERIE, Pap edn tr ike 99 _ ER 
7 5 — k - 


5 and for eVermore, - Amen, 


2 * a * 
C00 ͤ 
* 3 © 
4 A N bs 


16 


us to reign triumphant with the Saints in Heaven nere- 


after. Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, for the 


fake of thy only Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. To whom. 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour, 
Praiſe, Glory, Might, Majeſty and DOI, both Egan, 


e eve / more. Amen. 


7 be Phan f God, abich paſſeth at Underſtanding, beep 
our Hearts Jad Minas in the Kyowledge and Love” 

of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: And the 
Bleſſing of God Al 5 8 the Father, Son and Ha 
Ghoſt, be among you, and remain with Jon "ore nom, 
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